
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Medium Term Planning – Reception  
 
Term Michaelmas 2018             Subject Communication and Language  

 

 
General Notes 
 
The children are given opportunities to speak and listen in a range of situations and develop their confidence 
and skills in expressing themselves. Speaking and listening skills are developed during all lessons in every 
area of the curriculum, not only during Literacy, but also during Personal Social and Emotional Development, 
Physical Development, Maths, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design.  Children are 
encouraged to voice their thoughts and opinions and to give reasons for their choices. 
 

 
Aims 
 
 To give opportunities for speaking and listening, reading and writing. 

 To encourage development of language skills through imaginative play and role-play. 

 To develop pupil’s confidence in speaking. 

 To develop communication skills in both written and oral work. 
 
 

 
Objectives 

 
 (Foundation Stage Objectives for Communication and Language) 

 
1. Listen attentively in a range of situations. 
2. Listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant 

comments, questions or actions. 
3. Give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while remaining involved in an 

activity. 
4. Follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 
5. Answer “how” and “why” questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events. 
6. Express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs.  
7. Use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to 

happen in the future.  
8. Develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events.  

 
Objectives 
(Primary Framework Objectives for Speaking and Listening) 
 
Speaking 

1. Enjoy listening to and using spoken and written language and readily turn to it in play and learning. 
2. Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. 
3. Use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences. 
4. Speak clearly and audibly with confidence and control and show awareness of the listener. 
5. Extend their vocabulary, exploring the meanings and sounds of new words. 



 

 
Listening and Responding 

6. Listen with enjoyment and respond to stories, songs and other music, rhymes and poems and make 
up their own stories, songs, rhymes and poems. 

7. Sustain attentive listening, responding to what they have heard by relevant comments, questions or 
actions. 

8. Extend their vocabulary, exploring the meanings and sounds of new words. 
 
Group Discussion and Interaction 

9. Interact with others, negotiating plans and activities and taking turns in conversation. 
10. Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. 

 
Drama 

11. Use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences. 
 
Understanding and Interpreting Texts. 

12. Extend their vocabulary, exploring the meanings and sounds of new words. 
13. Show an understanding of the elements of stories, such as main character, sequence of events, and 

openings, and how information can be found and to answer questions about where, who, why. 
 
Engaging with and responding to texts 

14. Listen with enjoyment to stories, songs, rhymes and poems, sustain attentive listening and respond 
with relevant comments, questions or actions. 

15. Show an understanding of the elements of stories, such as main character, sequence of events, and 
openings and how information can be found in non-fiction texts to answer questions about where, 
who, why and how. 

16. Use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences. 
 

 
Cross Curricular Areas/Skills 
 
We aim to make as many cross curricular links as possible within the Early Years. While developing 
children’s knowledge and application of the Specific areas of the curriculum, children are constantly 
making progress and supported with their development within the Prime areas of the curriculum.  
Recognition towards the Characteristics of Effective Learning are also considered with the aim of 
enabling children to become independent and enthusiastic learners who are inquisitive and who are 
able to ask questions to further their individual learning paths. 

The activities are linked to the termly topics of ‘Me and My Community’, ‘Patterns and Change’ and ‘Festivals 
and Celebrations’. Children’s communication and language development is promoted across the whole 
curriculum. 

 
Scheme of Work/ Programme of Study 

 
Activities this term will include: 

 

 Read a range of stories, rhymes, poems and non-fiction. 

 Encourage children to listen carefully to stories, rhymes, poems and non-fiction.  

 Ask questions which encourage children to think carefully about what they have heard and respond with 
their own individual comments and questions. 

 Engage in discussions where children speak and listen not only to the teacher, but also to each other.   

 Learn and practise new vocabulary in different contexts. 

 Encourage children to talk about their own experiences and feelings. 

 Give simple and complex instructions for children to follow. 

 Talk about past, present and future events using the correct forms of speech. 

 Develop own story ideas and narratives through discussion.  

 Use drama and role play to develop imaginative play and increase vocabulary. 

 Take part in Show and Tell to talk about familiar objects, books and experiences. 

 Use props and objects during language activities to aid learning and increase memory skills. 

 Take turns to speak during circle time using a “talking bear” to indicate who the speaker is.   
 
 



 

 
Differentiation 
 
Differentiation will be through varied support and differentiated questioning. All children are supported and 
challenged according to their individual needs.  
 

 
Deployment of Teaching Assistants 
 
Teaching assistants will be partly responsible for listening to pupils read and giving them support and help as 
necessary, liaising with the class teacher. Teaching assistants will support pupil assessment by making 
observations, writing relevant comments and evaluations and taking photographs as evidence of learning 
where appropriate. 
 

 
Resources 
 
 Letters and Sounds 

 Daily reading books 

 Various fiction and non-fiction texts 

 Oxford Reading Tree topic books 

 Interactive Whiteboard Activities: starfall, BBC primary resources, coxhoe.durham.com, ICT games, 
NGFL Cymru, Phonics Play                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                      LM        
 

 


