
 

 

 

 

 

Medium Term Planning – Reception  
 
Term Summer 2019  Subject     Expressive Arts and Design      LM 

 

 

General Notes 
 
Expressive Arts and Design includes Art and Design, Music, Drama and Dance. The children have weekly 
Art lessons where the work produced is themed with the other areas of learning. The children also have a 
weekly Music lesson, Ballet lesson and a Drama lesson. During Art lessons the children can also explore 
other areas of creativity like modelling, role play and crafts. 
 

 

Aims 
 

 To promote enjoyment and confidence in creative exploration. 

 To develop imagination in their investigations. 

 To give opportunities for the children to record from first-hand observation, experiences and 
imagination. 

 To encourage the children to develop their own ideas. 

 To work with a range of materials. 

 To develop their confidence and knowledge with a range of tools and techniques 
 

 

Objectives 
 
(Early Years Foundation Stage Objectives for Expressive Arts and Design) 
 

1. Sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. 
2. Represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings by using and exploring a variety of materials, 

experimenting with colour, design, texture, shape and form. 
3. Use what they have learned about media and materials in purposeful and original ways. 
4. Represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, 

dance, role-play and stories. 
 

 

Cross Curricular 
 
We aim to use as many skills as is appropriate in our lessons as indicated on our daily lesson 
plans. They are as follows: Communication and Language, Application of Mathematical skills, Use 
of ICT, Creating Designs and Expressing selves, Working with others, Improving own Learning & 
Performance and Problem Solving. 
 

 

Scheme of Work/ Programme of Study 
 

Art and Design 
 
Activities this term will include: 
 

1. No Lesson – Staff Day 
2. No Lesson – Bank Holiday  
3. Create a cloud on a stick to put in the pots for the plant to grow up to as in Jack and the Beanstalk. 

Start to create a Caterpillar Life Cycle on a paper plate.  
4. Make insects/spider/caterpillar paintings, explore shade and tone. Create symmetrical butterflies. 



5. Looking at artists from around the world e.g. sunflowers by Van Gogh and Monet. Focus on The 
Snail by Henri Matisse and recreate your own snail picture using squares of coloured paper. 

6. Father’s Day cards. 
7. Look at narrow boat art and create some of our own.   
8. Make paper aeroplanes, decorate them and test to see whose flies the furthest, link to maths and 

measure/record. 
9. Make paper boats, can they float? 
10. Design your own car. Use a range of toy cars/tractors/treads/sizes to create patterns. 

 
 

Drama 
 
Activities this term will include: 
 
 

1. Talk together about what you have done in the holidays and act some things out. Can you act 
things out for the rest of the class to guess? 

2. Thinking about Jack and the Beanstalk, imagine you were Jack, the Giant, the Bean, Jack’s mum.  
3. Create the Caterpillar Life Cycle. 
4. Imagine you were the Ladybird, you were flying on a journey, wherever you would like to go, what 

things may you see, what things may you hear? Talk about writing this in Literacy so really think 
about your journey and where you are going. 

5. How would it feel to be a snail, go on a journey around the garden, what would you see? Re-enact 
the story this week. 

6. Re-enact the story of this week. 
7. Re-enact the story thinking about where you would like to go if you were a pirate. 
8. Where would you like to go in your aeroplane? Think about your journey and act it out ready for 

writing. 
9. We are going on a journey, what will we travel on? 
10. No Lesson – End of Term 

 
 

Music 
 
Activities this term will be linked into the topics Living and Growing and travel and Weather: 
 

1. Correct instrument names. Play if you have a………, now if you have a …………………. 
2. Make music to match the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. What instrument would portray Jack 

feeling scared, mum who was angry at the beans, the giant, the marketplace etc. 
3. Create music to demonstrate the life cycle of a butterfly. 
4. Learn mini beast songs and add instruments. 
5. Continue to learn and sing mini beast songs and add instruments. 
6. Explore volume and tone of a variety of instruments. 
7. Add music to the story thinking about stormy seas and pirate battles. 
8. Create a soundscape of a clip of aeroplanes flying. 
9. Look online for a clip of Rosie’s Hat to continue with the concept of producing a soundscape. 
10. No Lesson – Speech Day 

 
 

 

Differentiation 
 
Support will be given where needed and appropriate. Pupils will be supervised carefully during the activities 
and adult intervention will occur as necessary in order to stimulate individual creativity. 
 

 

Deployment of Teaching Assistants 
 
Teaching assistants will be partly responsible for preparation and organisation of resources and 
supervision of the pupils. Teaching assistants will also support pupil assessment by making observations, 
writing relevant comments and evaluations and taking photographs/recordings as evidence of learning 
where appropriate. 



 

Resources 
 

 Instruments 

 Video and sound clips 

 Dressing up props 

 Variety of art equipment                                                                                                                                                    
 

 


