
 

 

 

 

 

Medium Term Planning – Reception  
 
Term Lent 2019  Subject Understanding the World 

 

 

General Notes 
 
Understanding the World encompasses a wide range of skills and learning. The children find out about the 
world around them by exploring ideas and concepts practically. They have two Topic lessons a week which 
will encompass the learning of science, history and geography in line with the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Curriculum. They explore various cultures and beliefs in their weekly RE lessons. The children also 
have an ICT lesson weekly where they explore technology as a focus, they have free flow access to a 
computer in the classroom where they can independently explore and consolidate their technology skills. 
 

 

Aims 
 

 To widen pupils’ knowledge and understanding on a variety of topics which are relevant to them. 

 To encourage the pupils to question, explore and draw upon their experiences. 

 To encourage the pupils to discover and use information from a variety of sources. 
 

 

Objectives 
(Foundation Stage Objectives for Understanding the World) 
 

1. Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. 
2. Know that children do not always enjoy the same things and are sensitive to this. 
3. Know about similarities and differences between themselves and others and among families, 

communities and traditions. 
4. Know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. 
5. Talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from 

one another. 
6. Make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about 

changes. 
7. Recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. 
8. Select and use technology for different purposes.  

 

 

Cross Curricular Areas/Skills 
 
We aim to make as many cross curricular links as possible within the Early Years. While developing 
children’s knowledge and application of the Specific areas of the curriculum, children are 
constantly making progress and supported with their development within the Prime areas of the 
curriculum.  Recognition towards the Characteristics of Effective Learning are also considered with 
the aim of enabling children to become independent and enthusiastic learners who are inquisitive 
and who are able to ask questions to further their individual learning paths. 
 
The activities are linked wherever possible to the termly topics of ‘People Who Help us’ ‘Traditional Tales’ 
and ‘Castles’. Where possible other areas of the curriculum will be explored. 

 

 
Scheme of Work/ Programme of Study 
 
Science   LM 
 



Topics this term are People Who Help us, Traditional Tales and Castles 
 

 No lesson 

 Create a Firefighter Fact File, activities in line with the theme of Firefighters 

 Create a ‘Wanted Poster’ thinking about how we can be detectives to solve a mystery. 

 Talk about the role of an Optician, what does he do and how does he help? 

 A man’s home is his castle, can a castle be made from any material to make a home? How do 
castles appear in traditional tales? 

 Who can Cinderella go to for help now? Draw a picture and write sentences in book.   

 Items which float, items which sink. 

 Make chocolate nests for spring chickens, talk about the melting process when using the 
chocolate. 

 Look at Buckingham palace and our Queen, create a Family Tree. What materials are Castles 
made from and label different parts of a Castle. 

 Continue to look at the parts of a Castle and their uses – trip to Kenilworth Castle 

 Make a clay pot to use for cooking banquets for the castle. Concertina dragons on lolly sticks.  

 What games did Miss Lucky play with her friends? Play skittles thinking about how far away they 
can stand from the ball, how much force do you use to reach the ball, use different sized balls and 
verbalise understanding. Have car races to see how far a car will go on flat, on a hill. 

 
 

Humanities – History/Geography 
 

 Talk about medicine, how it helps and using it safely. Think about how lucky we are to have 
medicine as a vehicle to getting better, compare with other countries.  

 Talk about Lighthouses, where they are situated and how they help. 

 Look at transport of those who help us and how they have changed from the past. How does 
transport differ around the world? Sorting activity: wheels or no wheels. 

 Think about how lucky we are to have help in this country, not everywhere in the world is the same. 

 Think about what a farm looks like, talk about how people used to grow their own food. 

 Look at the book ‘Window’. Think about how the town has changed from the view of the little boy.  

 Spring Walk in the Paddock. Talk about the first day of Spring (20.3.19) and its meaning. 

 Look at the habitat and life cycle of a frog. 

 Where else does the Queen spend her time – Windsor and Balmoral Castle. What do Castles look 
like in other countries – China for example.   

 Continue to look at parts of a Castle. Talk about the material that castles are made from, how does 
that differ from that to our houses today?  

 St George’s Day and its meaning. (23.4.19), Union Jack flags 

 Write an acrostic poem. 
 
 

Computing  LT 
 
Activities this term will include: 
 

 programmable toys, Bee Bot with sequencing cards 
 

 programmable toys, Bee Bot with number cards 
 

 programmable toys, Bee Bot with road and shops 
 

 programmable toys, Bee Bot with treasure map  
 

 Paint skills – shapes and fill 
 

 Paint skills – brush and fill 
 

 Paint skills – brush and shapes 
 

 Paint skills – spray tool 
 

 Paint skills - combine tools to create an Easter drawing 



 
 

RE  LM 
 
Activities this term will include: 
 

 Talk about what children did over the Xmas Holidays with their family. How did some of the 

children’s experiences differ to those of their peers. 

 Talk about Spring and new life. Animals will be born and leaves will start to grow again. 

 Read ‘Christianity – Herbert’s Story’ Talk about what it means to be baptised, who has been 

baptised? 

 Think about other people who help in our community and how we have to be thankful for this. 

Vicar, optician, dentist, lollypop lady etc. Draw a picture in books of one of these people 

 Who is our Queen and what is the Monarchy?   

 What and how do Muslims celebrate? Ramadan and Eid 

 Pancake Day/Lent 

 Look at materials and talk about things which are natural and things which are man-made. 

 Hindus and the celebration of Holi 

 The meaning of Easter and Lent. 

 Mother’s Day 

 Read Buddhism – Yuranan’s Story and talk about Nirvana Day. 

 

Differentiation 
 
Differentiation will be through varied support, differentiated questioning and by expectation of workload and 
how work is recorded. Some pupils will begin to write more independently, some will trace over the 
teacher’s writing. Pupils will be encouraged to construct sentence ideas unaided and support will be given 
where needed.  
 

 

Deployment of Teaching Assistants 
 
When required a teaching assistant can be provided to support less able children, assist in more practical 
and outdoor activities and when going on class trips. Teaching assistants will support pupil assessment by 
making observations, writing relevant comments and evaluations and taking photographs as evidence of 
learning where appropriate.  
 

 

Resources 
 

 Selection of Fiction and non-fiction books 

 The local environment and people within it 

 Online and digital material 
 

 


