Now you have a good idea of what our school is all about.
But a prospectus like this can only do so much. To get a real sense of our school’s friendly atmosphere and to see children
who are enjoying learning, you really need to pay us a visit.
To arrange a time, please contact the school secretary. Telephone 01789 297993 or Email: secretary@stratfordprep.co.uk
We all hope to welcome you here very soon.
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Choosing a School

A big decision. It’s never easy to know what’s best for your child. Inspection reports give a good idea of how a school
performs but, while that’s very important, it’s not the whole story.
This prospectus outlines our curriculum, our facilities, our activities and how successful we’ve been. But before
you start reading, I’d like to summarize what makes our school special: it’s a happy place where your child will flourish
– and enjoy learning.

We offer:
• The advantages of being small. Each of our teachers know every
one of our children. Every child has individual needs and in a school
of this size we can take care of them.
• A family-oriented environment. Parents are genuinely encouraged
to participate.
• High academic standards. All of our teachers are graduates and we
achieve excellent results, yet we have no entrance exam and there is
no selection later in the school.
• A certain amount of formality, with an “old fashioned” emphasis on
good behaviour and respect for others.
• A straightforward approach to education. We simply work hard
to provide the education we would want for our own children.

If you like what you find on the following pages, the next step is to come and see the school in action. I hope I’ll soon have the
pleasure of showing you around.

Catherine Quinn B.Ed Hons, MBA
Principal
Member of the Independent Schools Association.
Inspection Team Member for Independent Schools Inspectorate.
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In Brief

Stratford Preparatory School
• Independent preparatory school located in the
Old Town of Stratford-upon-Avon
• Approximately 160 children
• Mixed gender, day school
• Montessori nursery for ages 2 - 4
• Main school for ages 4-11
• All children follow a full curriculum and prepare for
the 11+ and private school entrance examinations
• No religious affiliation, but emphasis on Christian
values and understanding of other religions
• Active Parents Association
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The Montessori Nursery

The Montessori method is based on the idea that
young children can learn to read, write and calculate in
the same natural way that they learn to walk and talk.
It encourages them to learn from their own needs,
using all their senses. They choose their activities from
the many possibilities we provide. Our aim is to
facilitate their learning.
Learning becomes an exciting process of discovery,
leading to concentration, motivation, self-discipline,
and a hunger to keep learning more.

“ The most important period of life is not the age
of university studies, but the first one, the period
from birth to the age of six. For that is the time
when a child’s intelligence itself, its greatest
implement, is being formed.”
Dr Maria Montessori

No barriers
In this approach to education, it’s essential to create a warm, happy atmosphere that’s full of love. We believe we’ve succeeded:
the nursery is in its own building and has large, light classrooms where everything is designed on a smaller scale. This
encourages the children to be independent and do things for themselves.

Specialist staff
The Montessori method is unique and requires specialist teacher training. Our nursery teachers received their qualifications
from the Montessori College in London. There is an accredited Montessori teacher in each classroom, together with a fully
qualified helper. Individual tuition is the rule: in our small classes, the teachers are able to make sure that each child is being
stimulated intellectually.

Unique materials
Our Montessori-designed teaching materials spark interest in practical life, maths, languages, cultural studies, music, movement
& mime, and elementary French.
The nursery classes also use their own outdoor classroom, the sports field, the playground and soft-play equipment in the gym.
Dance/Ballet is a regular part of the curriculum, too, led by a specialist visiting instructor.
Children enter Main School in the academic year that they become five. Transition to the Main School starts in the last two
terms of our nursery curriculum. Our Reception class teacher leads a transition programme, including regular sessions with the
children, to ensure that the move from our nursery to our Main School is as smooth as possible.
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The Main School

In Main School lessons are planned and marked with the express aim of detecting
any gaps in the children’s’ understanding. We test progress weekly to flag any need for
consolidation or extension work.
Quite often children will experience "blocks" in their understanding. In such cases, our Special
Educational Needs teacher provides help in the quiet of our Education Support
room. Children must have a firm and comprehensive foundation to accelerate their future learning.
We are devoted to achieving academic excellence and all subjects are taught by specialist
graduate teachers.
But our school is not only about academia as you’ll see later, we provide plenty of support
for creative and sporting talents.

Basics
We’ve developed our curriculum over the years, based solidly on the four core subjects: Maths,
English, Science and ICT (Information and Communications Technology). Other subjects include
History, Geography, French, Latin, Religious Education, Music Drama and Art.

English
Our curriculum covers grammar, spelling, handwriting, comprehension and writing for all occasions.
We strongly encourage reading from the moment a child joins our school. All of our children including
Junior 4 are regularly heard to read by their class teacher and by teaching assistants using a range
of reading schemes. Older children are introduced to our structured learning plan that helps
them build technical skills and understanding.
Even at a young age, our children start to develop their speaking confidence through drama
and regular class discussions.

Mathematics
Key maths concepts are introduced early and are continually revisited. Class lessons
present these concepts in different formats, gradually becoming more and more
complex. We test weekly to ensure that our children understand
each concept introduced.
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The Main School

Sciences
Children start by understanding living things and what we humans
need to be healthy. Then they progress through the properties of
materials and concepts of forces and electricity,
to develop a broad general knowledge of science. The Juniors use
the dedicated Science Room to carry out practical experiments
and investigations.

Our pupils’ achievements in the core subjects,
tested at ages 7 and 11, are consistently well
above the national average.
For details, see our most recent Independent
Schools Inspection Report at:

www.isinspect.org.uk/reports

Information and Communication Technology
Children use technology as a natural part of the learning process. They start by using
simple programs, progress to creating text and graphics and then model and
process data.
They also use computers to access information in many of their subjects.
The interactive whiteboards in every classroom are a key teaching tool.
Our dedicated ICT suite has a network of computers and other
equipment, including digital recorders, video cameras and a variety
of control devices.
Many of the older children join our lively desk-top publishing club.
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The Main School

History
We cover a mix of topics in British, European and World history, and
wherever possible create links with other subjects in the curriculum.
The rich local history of Stratford-upon-Avon and the surrounding area
gives us many opportunities for interesting visits.

Geography
All children have a natural sense of wonder about the world they see around
them. We follow a series of geographical themes in both physical and
human geography, and relate them to the local area with plenty of fieldwork.

Languages
Learning a second language begins in the Montessori nursery.
Infant French concentrates on conversation and Junior French moves on to
written work. In Junior 4 we introduce Latin because of its importance in the
development of many modern languages. We also introduce Spanish, Italian
and Japanese to the Juniors.

Design & Technology
Our objective is to help children identify needs, then plan, present and
evaluate their solutions. They complete a progressive series of tasks leading
up to Junior 4, where they develop technical design skills.

Art & Design
A range of activities develops the children’s imagination and power
of expression. They look at the work of designers, artists and craftsmen
which helps them to develop ideas and to understand the role
of visual arts.

Music
Our specialist music teacher provides our children with plenty of opportunities
to compose and perform their own music. Many sing in the choir, at school
concerts and church services. The majority of our children receive individual
music lessons and play in the school orchestra.

Do you remember your school meals?
Our lunches are a highlight of the day.
Imaginative menus provide a healthy,
balanced diet - including special
dishes for children with allergies.
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Extra Dimensions

Religious education
The school puts a strong emphasis on Christianity linked to an understanding of other religions.
Our regular assemblies explore themes that children can relate to their own lives.

Personal, Social and Health Education
We allocate time to PSHE every week and we encourage group discussion. Talking openly about any issues that concern them
is very important to children at this age.
It may seem obvious, but we pride ourselves on taking very good care of our pupils. Teachers are responsible for the welfare of
their class and children are confident that, if they have a problem, their teacher will listen to them.
The general atmosphere in a school has a real influence on a child. We have a clear code of conduct based on politeness and
respect for others, and we encourage good behaviour with reward systems such as stars and house points.

Special Tuition
It is quite often the case that children experience "blocks" in their understanding. We provide extra tuition to help overcome
obstacles, and make sure they have a firm foundation to continue learning.
Our Education Support Room is devoted to this important function.

Sports
We cover all the skills outlined in the National Curriculum for games, gymnastics and swimming. Winter games are football,
rugby and hockey on the sports field, and netball in the playground. In summer the choice includes cricket, tennis, athletics,
and rounders.
And that’s not all. There are after-school opportunities for judo, short tennis, and cross-country, as well as more gymnastics,
football and netball.
One sports activity we particularly emphasize is sailing. It is a character-building experience that really helps to develop
leadership skills and a sense of responsibility. For this reason, we organise sailing courses throughout the year at Upton Warren
with specialist instructors. Most of our children pass the Royal Yachting Association level 3 or 4 tests.

Other activities
Our staff give a generous amount of their time to running school clubs and most
children take part in one or more. They include chess, bridge, Spanish, Italian, sewing
and country dancing, as well as ‘The Really Useful Club’ and Outward Bound courses.
Every year, many children perform in our large-scale drama production.
Every summer term when exams are over, Junior 4 pupils go on a one-week residential
trip where they can enjoy outdoor activities and improve their computer skills. We also
organise a trip to France for some of our older children to soak-up the language and
culture.
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We take full advantage of
being in Stratford-Upon-Avon:
our pupils visit the theatres
regularly and it is quite
common for them to appear
in RST productions.
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Parents’ Association

Each parent or guardian of a child in the school is automatically a member of the Parents' Association. Its purpose is to promote
co-operation between home and school. For example, it organises the second-hand uniform sales each term. It also holds
social events during the year, and contributes to some useful items such as extra musical instruments and play equipment.
One wonderful example of SPSPA's hard work and resourcefulness is our famous Stratford Preparatory Fort - built in the finest
medieval tradition.
The association is managed by a committee of parents. If you would like to volunteer your time and enthusiasm, please e-mail
SPSPA@StratfordPrep.co.uk or phone the school Secretary.
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School Inspection Report

Here is a brief selection of comments made by the ISI inspection team following their most recent visit.

Pupils reach good standards for their ages and abilities; they are
articulate and confident and are well-prepared for the next stage of
their education. Results in national tests at age 11 are far above the
national average.

In Years 3 to 6, pupils read well and speak very well, have good
standards of numeracy and show good creative skills in art.

Behaviour around the school is very good; pupils are polite and
courteous and a high level of respect exists between pupils, and
between pupils and the staff or adult visitors to the school.

The provision for pupils’ personal development is very good and is a
strength of the school.

The activity programme is well planned and implemented effectively.
Pupils were universally enthusiastic about the programme and several
regarded it as the best thing about their school.
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