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This policy is for pupils in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) (Nursery and Reception), through 

to Year 6.  

 

Admissions Authority 

The Proprietor (known as The Principal) is the Admissions Authority for Stratford Preparatory School. 

Day-to-day admissions are handled by the School Manager and the Headmaster in conjunction with the 

Principal. The Principal undertakes to maintain fair and objective rules for entry into the school. 

 

General Policy 

Stratford Preparatory School is a co-educational, non-selective independent school which provides for 

pupils  from age 2-11 of all abilities. There is no entrance assessment to gain entry to the school. The 

school is located in the heart of central Stratford-upon-Avon, and teaches a broad and balanced 

curriculum with an academic focus. 

General points of entry to Stratford Preparatory School are Nursery and Reception. The school does 

admit pupils into other year groups if residual places become available. Girls and boys are admitted into 

Stratford Preparatory Nursery from the age of 2, Children may be admitted into Reception in the 

September following their fourth birthday. Applications are invited from external pupils from September 

onwards for entry into Reception the following September. 
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Exceptionally, pupils may be given entry in an academic year other than that of their chronological age. 

This will only be considered if in the opinion of the school this would be in the best interest of the pupil, 

or where there have been exceptional circumstances. The school may consider this for summer born 

pupils as defined by current government guidance (see 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8389

83/Summer_born_admissions_advice_Dec_2014.pdf) 

 

Finding out about Stratford Preparatory School 

Information about Stratford Preparatory School may be found on the school’s website 

(www.stratfordprep.co.uk). All potential candidates and their families should take the opportunity to 

attend an Open Day to meet students and staff, and to look around the school. Dates of Open Events 

are published on the school’s website. Parents who wish to view the school at times other than Open 

Events are advised to telephone the school office to book an appointment to be shown around at their 

convenience. Tours are conducted by the Headmaster or a senior member of staff. During the current 

Coronavirus restrictions, parents who wish to view the school can be shown around at an Open Event 

by appointment.  

 

Applying to Stratford Preparatory School Nursery 

Parents who wish to apply for a place for their child should complete an Application for Registration 

form, and return it, along with the £50 registration fee, to the school office. The Registration Fee is non-

refundable. 

We also require a copy of the photo page of your child’s passport, and later in the admissions process 

will need to see the original passport, full birth certificate, a proof of home address (for example a utility 

or council tax bill) and a copy of your child’s most recent school report.  

On receipt of the application form for a place at the Nursery, parents will be contacted by the School 

Manager to agree a start date and an attendance schedule so that an offer may be made. To secure 

the place a written acceptance is required within ten working days of the offer, along with the required 

security deposit of £250. If written acceptance is not received within ten working days of the offer, the 

place may be filled by another applicant. 

A settling-in time will be arranged approximately two weeks before the child is due to start at Nursery, 

during which time parents/carers will be required to attend a meeting at school to go through relevant 

paperwork and share information about routines, dietary requirements, sleep patterns etc. Parents will 

meet appropriate members of staff and discuss the management of the transition period.  

All necessary documentation must be completed and returned to the school office before the child can 

start. 

 

Transition into Reception from Nursery 

Children who have been at Stratford Preparatory Nursery have automatic right of transition into 

Reception. There are no further forms or security deposit required. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/838983/Summer_born_admissions_advice_Dec_2014.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/838983/Summer_born_admissions_advice_Dec_2014.pdf
http://www.stratfordprep.co.uk/
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Applying to Stratford Preparatory School (Reception and Main School) 

Parents who wish to apply for a place for their child should complete an Application for Registration 

form, and return it, along with the £50 registration fee, to the school office. The Registration Fee is non-

refundable. 

We also require a copy of the photo page of your child’s passport, and later in the admissions process 

will need to see the original passport, full birth certificate, a proof of home address (for example a utility 

or council tax bill) and a copy of your child’s most recent school report.  

Once the Application for Registration form is received, a taster session is arranged for children to come 

to the school, to meet other children and teachers. Informal assessment may be carried out during this 

taster session, but this is used for information purposes only, not to determine whether or not a child is 

offered a place. At the end of this taster session, parents will be invited to meet the Headmaster to 

discuss the day and any outstanding queries. A written offer letter is then given by the Headmaster, 

which is sent together with a copy of the Terms and Conditions and the school contract, and a request 

for a security deposit. To secure the place a written acceptance is required within ten working days of 

the offer, along with the required security deposit of £250. If written acceptance is not received within 

ten working days of the offer, the place may be filled by another applicant. 

Once the security deposit and the necessary paperwork are received, the school manager will get in 

touch to arrange a suitable starting date. This is normally (but not restricted to) the first day of the 

following term. 

All necessary documentation must be completed and returned to the school office before the child can 

start. 

Places in the Main School are offered strictly in the order in which applications are received. 

 

Deadlines for Admissions 

There are no deadlines for applications to Stratford Preparatory School. 

 

Personal Information and Validity 

Stratford Preparatory School respects the privacy rights of parents/carers and is committed to ensuring 

that it protects personal details and other information made available to the school in line with UK Data 

Protection law. 

It will be assumed that the information provided by the parent/carer is true to the best of the individual’s 

knowledge and belief. If a parent/carer submits false or deliberately misleading information, or 

deliberately withholds any relevant information the application becomes invalid, and the place 

withdrawn. 

For further information on how we process your data and our terms and conditions, please refer to the 

school’s Data Protection Policy, and the terms and conditions of the parent contract as signed on entry 

to the school. 
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Specific needs 

Stratford Preparatory School makes all viable adjustments to the admissions procedure to enable 

applicants with specific needs to apply for a place at the school. Parents/carers are asked to contact 

the school office in the first instance to discuss adjustment which may be required to meet specific 

needs throughout the admissions process. Should the application be successful, a meeting with the 

school’s SENDco, along with the Headmaster will be arranged to discuss provision whilst a member of 

the school community. Although the school can provide a variety of support and services, it is important 

that parents/carers are aware of what is available before they accept a place. The school reserves the 

right to charge parents for additional services. In the interest of the individual child, the school commits 

to being open about what provision it can and cannot make so that parents can make informed 

decisions. 

 

Security Deposits 

To secure the place, written acceptance is required by the specified deadline, along with a security 

deposit. The deposit is returned at the end of the child’s time at Stratford Preparatory School, but is 

otherwise non-refundable (for example in the event that an applicant should secure a place and then 

not join the school). 

In the event of any loss or damage to school property, parents will be billed accordingly. 

 

Waiting lists 

Waiting lists will be maintained, in order of written acceptances and deposits received, in the event that 

there is no available space in a particular year group. Maximum class sizes are normally 20. 

 

Terms and Conditions for entry 

By accepting a place at the school, the parent agrees to the terms and conditions of entry as specified 

and agreed to when signing the admissions acceptance. 

 

 

 

 

 


